B cell development and receptor diversity during aging.
Although it is clear that B cell genesis declines with age, the specifics of why this happens are largely unknown. Even less clear is how the age-related decline in B cell development might affect peripheral B cell function. Recent studies have investigated the impact of aging on both B cell genesis in the bone marrow and the resulting peripheral B cell repertoire. On the basis of these studies we propose a model in which the aging of very early B cell progenitors results in shifts in the peripheral B cell repertoire and, consequently, changes in mature B cell function.